This I Believe: Drafting

It is now time to begin the writing process. Your finished product will be between 350 and 500 words, which is about four to six paragraphs. Here are some guidelines to remember when you begin drafting!

1. It’s all about you – Write about you and your thoughts. Tell us your story in the first person, and try to avoid sentences like “We feel this way.”

2. Keep it personal – Don’t try to use words or phrases you wouldn’t normally say. Remember, if you wouldn’t be comfortable saying the words out loud, it is probably too formal.

3. Timing is everything – Make sure that you read your finished essay out loud. It shouldn’t be more than three minutes long when read at a normal speaking rate.

4. Say what you do believe, not what you don’t – Write about what you think, but not at the expense of others. Keep the focus on you, and what you believe, not what you disagree with.

5. Have fun! How many times are you allowed to be 100% free with your choice of topic, and what you want to say about it? This is your chance to write about your personal philosophy of life, so don’t be shy—let it out!

Find out tips for how to START your essay and how to use the tools of narrative non-fiction 

on the next two pages!
Ideas for the first sentence:

·  Ask a question that gets to the point of your paragraph: “When was the last time you saw someone do the right thing?”

· Make a list: “The next time you go to a museum, make sure you have the right clothes, supplies, and fellow travelers with you!” In this case, each of these list items would be turned into a separate detail sentence.

· Share a story: “I will never forget the last time I had to make a difficult choice.” You would then go on to explain what happened.

· Use a quote related to your topic. Make sure you credit the original author!

Tips for your first paragraph:

· Don’t wait too long to get into the actual story. If you set up your essay with a quote or unusual fact, make sure you quickly get to the main idea.

· Rhetorical questions are questions that don’t really have answers. They are posed in an essay, often in the beginning, to get the reader thinking of a certain topic. Rhetorical questions can be quite effective, but be careful not to overuse them. One or two rhetorical questions can go a long way in terms of effectiveness, but more than that will be overkill. Example: “Have you ever had to trust someone with a secret?”

· Don’t worry so much about length here. Sometimes a good two- to three-sentence introduction can say all you need to say.

· Use action: An active voice with strong verbs will grab your reader’s attention. Instead of starting out explaining what your essay will be about, tell the reader.

Example: Instead of “This is my story about the day I learned my parents loved me unconditionally,” say “My heart soared as I came to a conclusion about the most important value of all: love.”

Check out more writing tips on the next page….!
Writing: Making a Movie in the Reader’s Mind
It is the juicy details that give your essay personality. There are a few things to keep in mind when working on your detail sentences.

Tips:
· Stay on track: Don’t let your enthusiasm become a runaway train! Keep your details moving in a progressive order, and re-read all work to check for details that are out of place.

· Keep your transitions smooth: Use transition words to keep your paragraph flowing well. Transitions are useful for many purposes, such as adding thoughts (also, as well as), showing consequences (as a result, therefore), showing similarity and contrast (likewise, instead, but, however), and sequence (first of all, soon, earlier, later on).

· Same old, same old: Check to see that you aren’t starting too many sentences with the same word. This doesn’t mean that repetition of a phrase can’t be powerful.

· He said, she said: When telling a story to a friend, we usually use the word “said” quite a bit. That is okay, but when we are reading, it helps to vary your writing with other words that may be more specific. Did he “speak,” “mumble,” or “shriek?” The differences can be quite big!

· Don’t forget Figurative Language (Simile, metaphor, personification) to help describe

· Spice it up by adding the senses. How did it smell, taste, feel, sound, look?

· Use describing words: Reminder-Adjectives and adverbs are modifying words that tell things like how many, what kind, when, and how. 

· Some Adjectives (words that modify nouns or pronouns): adorable, adventurous, beautiful, best, brave, crowded, dangerous, dark, distinct, delightful, elated, frightening, graceful,glorious, healthy, horrible, important, incredible, joyous, kind, large, light, lucky, marvelous, massive, mysterious, nimble, ordinary, outgoing, perfect, pleasant, powerful, precious, quick, quiet, rare, robust, rough, safe, silent, soaring, tense, tremendous, useful, vivacious, vast, witty, zany

· Some Adverbs (words that usually tell how, when, and where an action takes place): almost, always, anxiously, boldly, briefly, calmly, defiantly, even, far, fast, fondly, gently,gracefully, hastily, justly, less, more, mysteriously, never, often, only, perfectly, politely, rapidly, really, reluctantly, safely, soon, successfully, suddenly, tomorrow, too, truthfully, very, warmly, well, wildly, yearly, yesterday

